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This agitation for the constitution of British Burma as a Crown
Colony would have undoubtedly been pushed with vigour, but for
the favourable trend affairs took later on in the year 1885.

The British Government, while concurring in the opinion that
the state of affairs in Ava did not justify armed intervention, con-
sidered that both for commercial and political reasons, diplomatic
representations should be resumed at Mandalay. Under the Yandabo
Treaty of 1826, the Court of Ava were bound to receive a British
Resident with an armed escort of fifty men ; and they were not
cognizant of any communication having been made in 1879 which
need act as a bar to the adoption of this measure whenever con-
venient. The time and the manner of resuming direct representa-
tion were, however, left to the discretion of the Government of
India.

The apprehensions entertained with regard to the activity of
the French Consul at Mandalay in obtaining "concessions" of
various sorts, and in generally creating a commercial and political
position for France quite incompatible with the previously exist-
ing predominating British interests, were almost immediately
verified. Before the arrival of M. Haas, the Consul of France, at
Mandalay, a French engineer named M. Bonvillein was reported to be
negotiating for a lease of the whole of the ruby mines at Mogok

and Kyatpyin for fifteen years, at an
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annual rental  or  three   lakns of rupees.

M. Haas, who arrived at Mandalay in May 1885, had not been there
a couple of months before abundant evidence was forthcoming
of the strong position which he and other French Agents were
endeavouring to establish, for themselves with a view to acquiring
a predominating influence in Ava, which might be utilized at some
future time in joining hands with the French possessions on the
upper reaches of the Eed river. His first efforts were towards
the establishment of a French bank, the [running of a French
flotilla on the Irrawaddy, the working of the ruby mines, and the
opening out of a trade route from Mandalay through the Shan
States to Upper Tonkin. His main idea was to grant loans to the
Ting, and in return to obtain industrial concessions, on the ground
lat, even if Britain should be ultimately driven to annex the
>untry, actual concessions to French subjects would be respected.